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Dear Friends,

First, let me address you as Dear Friends, because
yes, we are friends above all, and we shall remain
so. Secondly, let me address in English to remind
us that Rotary is a global organization. More than
ever with on-going pandemic and economic crisis,
we shall be reminded that we, humans, are all
together on this planet, and most extreme issues
should be addressed together, especially climate
ones, with a constructive and open-minded
communication.

If our Tokyo Kohoku Rotary club has been a local
leading organization in contributing to the society in
Tokyo’s Kita-Senju and Adachi-Ku areas for 60
years now, we shall also cherish its international
initiatives:

with our friends of Californian Walnut Creek

Rotary club; but also

our sponsorship of international students with

our Yoneyama scholarship program.
As our Walnut Creek friends, who are pretty active
in international donations programs (like Bridges to
Prosperity in Bolivia), we as Rotarians must never
stop thinking how to contribute better to the society,
not only locally but also internationally. We shall not
be afraid to launch more international projects
especially around food, education or climate issues.

Rotary, as a rock, to shine for a better world. Our
club now celebrates its 60iest anniversary. After 60
years, this rock has proven stable and solid enough
to go throw the future challenges with positive hope
and confidence.

On a personal basis, when | joined our club during
the Lehman choc of 2008, the conclusion of my
initiation speech, and my comment in front the
economic crisis, was: if the Chinese economy does
not collapse in coming months, we will avoid a war;
but “buy gold”! Today my message ahead of the new
great recession starting is the same, but with more
hope! Today we have a unique chance to build a
better future for next generations. Rotarians, with
joy in our hearts, let's shine and keep contributing
together !
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